Hilly Race heralds start of season.

With the national team enjoying a mini medal festival at the World Championships in Copenhagen at the weekend it was a slightly more low key start to the racing season for Forres CC riders.

Four Forres riders made the trip to Aberdeen to race in the 18 Mile Hilly Time Trial.  The event saw the riders blessed with a strong tail wind at the start but this was a false dawn as the course turned and the middle 9 miles saw them battle into the headwind as they hit the hilliest part of the Echt based course.

The ride for home saw the riders encounter a  4 mile downhill section, once again blessed with that strong tail wind.  Some riders were reported to have clocked over 40 mph over this section.  The race was won by Jonathan Copp of Sandy Wallace Cycles covering the 18 mile course in 43:11,   former Forres rider Peter Ettles completed a one- two for Sandy Wallace Cycles finishing second in 44:26.  Top Forres rider was Matt Powell in 48:00 with club president Peter Robertson completing the distance in 54:36.  Other Forres riders included George Grant 56:03 and Neil Lammond in 1:05:36 to round off a steady start to a new racing season for the Moray club.
